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Abstract

The number of teenagers leaving school every year is estimated to be about 30,000 to
50,000 nationwide and is currently estimated to be about 146,000 in total. As these
adolescents are out of the safety fence of the school society, they are exposed to various
risk factors that pose a threat to growing into healthy members of society. On the other
hand, some teenagers have left school but have not stopped studying and are still
continuing their studies, and some teenagers go on a different path from their studies. No
matter what path adolescents take, society needs to identify and support their needs so
that they can grow healthy. One effort to do this may be to identify the psychological
characteristics, environmental characteristics, and life goals of out-of-school youth, and to
provide the support they need.

One way to do this will be to provide tools to understand the psychological and
emotional experiences and environmental conditions of adolescents outside of school. Such
a tool should be able to grasp not only the psychological, emotional, and behavioral crises
experienced by adolescents, but also the crises that can be experienced in relationships
with parents, peers, and communities. This is because adolescents are still in the process of
development and rely on environmental contexts for much of their lives. This study
attempted to develop a tool that can evaluate such psychology, emotion, and environment
for out-of-school youth.

For this purpose, first, a focus group interview (hereinafter referred to as FGI) was
conducted for practitioners of the out-of-school youth support center. practitioners said
that the existing crisis screening scales measure only the negative aspects of adolescents’
psychological and environmental characteristics. It was also reported that it may be difficult
for practitioners who have not received counseling training to perform the existing scale
skillfully. Moreover, it was also said that it is difficult to guarantee the validity of the
results because there are many expressions that sensitive adolescents may have a sense of
rejection, and terms that they do not understand. Therefore, practitioners said that a tool
that can measure the positive aspects is needed, and this tool needs to be evaluated in a
way that teenagers self-report.
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In consideration of these demands of field practitioners, a preliminary scale with a total
of 96 questions was formed, and after consulting with the practitioners, the preliminary
scale questions on the 9-12 and 13-24 age scales were confirmed. The specific areas of
the preliminary scale for those aged 13 to 24 were personality strengths (self-esteem,
optimism,  self-conscientiousness), depression - anxiety, ADHD, conduct disorder, suicide,
self-harm, addiction, parent-child relationship, peer relationship, and competence (academic
efficacy, career information activity, interpersonal efficacy). The detailed areas of the
preliminary scale for the ages of 9 to 12 are the same as those for the ages of 13 to 24,
but the areas of suicide, self-harm and career information activities were not included.

A confirmed preliminary scale was performed on 93 elementary students in a school in
Seoul and 79 junior high and high school students from Seoul and Gyeonggi-do.
respectively, and analyzed the results. Based on the results of this analysis, items with a
load amount of less than .4 for one factor or a cross-load amount of less than .1 for the
two factors were removed. At this time, the questions deemed essential in the nature of
the job to be measured were maintained as questions for the main measurement despite
the problem of factor load. On the other hand, in order to minimize the questions asking
too negative matters, in particular, among the questions in the environmental characteristic
area, questions that were judged to have negative content and overlap in meaning were
removed. As a result, 78 questions for 13-24 years old and 38 questions for 9-12 years old
were selected as scale questions for the main scale.

the main survey was conducted on out-of-school youth (70 people aged 9-12 and 140
people aged 13-24) and elementary, middle, and high school students (60 elementary school
students and 178 middle and high school students) across the country, and the results were
analyzed. As a result of the analysis, the reliability of each detail in both the 9-12-year-old
scale and the 13-24-year-old scale for this survey appeared to be more than 0.7. In
addition, as a result of confirmatory factor analysis, both the model showing the
relationship between the question and the latent factor showed good goodness of fit. And
in each model, it was found that all items were appropriately loaded with latent factors.
Based on this result, it was decided to keep any of the scale items for this survey as the
final scale item without removing them. However, among the questions on this survey
scale, it was revised if it was deemed inappropriate or ambiguous. In addition, 1 peer
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relationship question and 2 community environment questions were added to balance the
number of questions by detailed content area, and 2 questions from etcetera section
factors were combined with 3 questions in the parent-child relationship area to be named
family environment factors. Other questions about physical health were deleted from this
scale. This is because information on this can be obtained at the time of reception
(through the 'Out-of-School Youth Support Center Service Survey Table’. In addition, it
was decided to add four questions regarding the protective factor. In this way, the
questions on the 9-12-year-old scale and the questions on the 13-24-year-old scale were
confirmed as the final scale.

However, the personality strengths and competence areas were combined into one scale
in that (1) it can be important information when designing services for out-of-school youth
support centers, (2) it provides information to track the effects of services, and (3) it can
reduce the burden of the heavy paper load on teenagers and practitioners. The name of
this scale was called the Core Competencies Scale for the productive use of services. In
addition, the name of the scale composed of the remaining areas was called the
"Adolescent at risk Screening Tool’. The “Core Competencies Scale for productive use of
services” was to be implemented when teenagers first visit the out-of-school youth support
center, and the “Adolescent at risk Screening Tool“ was to be implemented within 60 days
after visiting the center.

Finally, it was intended to organize an 'Out-of-School Youth Support Center Service
Survey Table’ that can be easily used by out-of-school youth support centers. The
“Out-of-School Youth Support Center Service Survey Table® was produced based on the
opinion that it is more efficient for teenagers to present their information first and then
for practitioners to collect additional information than for practitioners to directly collect
and record information. The “Out-of-School Youth Support Center Service Survey Table”
allows adolescents to self-report, but is organized so that information necessary for service
design can be collected extensively. The information areas included in the Out-of-School
Youth Support Center Service Survey Table are the family situation of adolescents, school
life before leaving school, reasons and plans for quitting school, current difficulties,
physical and psychological health, and types of services needed. The center’s practitioners
can collect additional information based on the youth’s response to the Out-of-School
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Youth Support Center Service Survey Table, and obtain the results of the “Core
Competencies Scale for productive use of services” and the information necessary to plan
services to provide to the youth.

The two scales developed through this study and the Out-of-School Youth Support
Center Service Survey Table will help identify youth needs and collect information
necessary for service design at the Out-of-School Youth Support Center. It will also help
to detect psychological and environmental risk factors of out-of-school youth early and
take appropriate measures. In addition, the information accumulated using the two
measures and the Out-of-School Youth Support Center Service Survey Table will help
come up with policy measures to help out-of-school youth grow and develop healthily even
if they leave the school fence.
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