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Status Dropout* Rates Among Youth Ages 16 to 24, by Race and
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Abstract

According to the 2021 Survey report on Out-of-School Youth, the number one reason why
teenagers quit school was “because they couldn't find meaning in attending school.” At the
same time, many out-of-school teenagers reported that they would not have left school if
they had a chance to find a career, and considering these two comprehensively, the career
problem of teenagers can be seen as having a great influence on their decision to leave
school.

The number of out-of-school adolescents is steadily increasing every year, and they are
faced with the reality that they have to prepare for career decisions such as social
advancement or return to school earlier than ordinary adolescents. However, according to a
number of reports, it takes quite a long time for out-of-school teenagers to decide their
career path, and more than half of them eventually make career decisions alone. It is
predicted that support will be urgently needed for teenagers outside of school who have not
yet decided on their career path. Therefore, this study attempted to develop a systematic
support program to help young people outside of school make healthy career decisions
through program planning, design and development, implementation, and evaluation
procedures.

To this end, the program planning stage laid the foundation for basic contents necessary
for supporting youth career outside of school through literature research, a survey of
out-of-school adolescents, focus group interviews with out-of-school adolescents and
practitioners, and expert advice. In the program design and development stage, the program
goals were specified and the main contents were constructed. Subsequently, in the program
implementation and evaluation stage, a preliminary research process for field experts
(practitioners) based on the first and second composition proposals (20 hours version and 14
hours version, respectively), and then, based on the amendment (14 hours version), it went
through the main research for out-of-school youth. Finally, the career support programs of
the final four modules were developed through the process of effectiveness, satisfaction,
and qualitative evaluation.
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The main results of this study are as follows. First, it was reported that out-of-school
adolescents who participated in the program developed in this study all improved their
career goal level, career independence motivation, interpersonal skills, and
self-understanding level compared to before participation. Second, as a result of the
satisfaction evaluation of program participants, it was 4.77 out of 5, and overall, the
satisfaction of participants in this program was evaluated as excellent. Third, as a result of
analyzing the qualitative evaluation of program participants, all participants reported that
this program was particularly helpful in improving the level of self-understanding and career
goals. In terms of interpersonal relationships, there were reports that it was helpful to
broadened thoughts by listening to other people’s opinions, and was helpful to share one’ s
career concerns with peers rather than thinking alone.

However, some of the entire activities were somewhat difficult to understand or some of
the responses were that the total operating time was long, and to compensate for this, it
seems that additional work to simplify/clarify some expressions in the program and teaching
materials should be carried out. In addition, it is considered desirable to conduct the entire
program for three to four hours a day over about four days rather than collectively
conducting the entire program within a day or two.

Taking these results together, if this program is more widely activated, it is expected that
realistic and differentiated career support services can be provided to out-of-school
adolescents with career indecision, and effective case management will be achieved through
customized intervention according to the youth’s career preparation level.
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