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Effect of the School Ecological System Variables on Ninth
Graders” Adjustment

Kim, Hee-Kyung Kim, Sung-Hoon
Dongguk University

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of microsystem, time system, and mesosystem
variables on the adjustment to school life of ninth graders in middle school based on the ecological
system theory. Using the Korean Children & Youth Panel Survey (KCYPS), the study conducted
multilevel analysis of the data of seventh graders in Year 1 (2010) and their data as ninth graders
in Year 3 (2012) including 2,225 students from 78 schools. The first level included microsystem and
time system variables, and the second level measured mesosystem variables. The microsystem
variables were personal characteristics such as gender, one’s social and economic status (SES), the
life satisfaction, and peer attachment of ninth graders. The time system variable was the school
adjustment of seventh graders who experienced an environmental change to middle school. The
mesosystem variables were the school type and the school’s social and economic status (MSES).
The analysis results show that the school adjustment sub-variable of seventh graders and the time
system variable had significant effects on the school adjustment of ninth graders. The learning
activities of seventh graders, in particular, recorded the highest regression coefficient at .167. The
findings of the present study put an emphasis on the importance of positive school adjustment in
the seventh grade, which is a transition period, and various factors influencing the school

adjustment of ninth graders.

Key words : ecological systems theory, microsystem, chronosystem, mesosystem, multilevel analysis, school

adjustment
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