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The Factors in relation to School Adjustment for

Children of the Multi-Cultural Family

Yu-Mi Ko Jungyoon Lee

Sungshin Women’s University

This study investigated the differences of personality traits, academic motivation and social support
between well-adjusted and maladjusted group to school life among the children of the multicultural
family. The relative effectiveness of above factors on school adjustment and variables which classify
between well-adjusted and maladjusted group were also investigated. The subjects were 87 children of
multi-cultural family which mother is foreigner. They recruited from elementary schools in Seoul,
Incheon and Gyunggi area. Correlation analysis showed that school adjustment was positively correlated
to personality traits, academic motivation and social support. T-test showed that the well-adjusted group
had higher level of personality traits, academic motivation and social support than maladjusted group.
Regression analysis showed that the target directedness, conscientiousness, and teacher and family
support explained the 71.2% or more of school adjustment variance on the lower grades group. On the
other hand, academic efficacy and targer directedness explained the 80.5% of school adjustment variance
on the higher grades group. Discriminant analysis showed that the target directedness, support for
self-esteem, teacher support on the lower grades group and academic efficacy and friend support on the
higher grades group classified well-adjusted and maladjusted group with 95% or more level of accuracy.

The implications and the limitations of this study were discussed.

Key words: multicultural family, school adfustment, personality traits, academic motivation, social support.



