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An Exploratory Study on Vicious Cyber Replies

Aha Ra Cho Jungyoon Lee

Sungshin Women's University

This study investigated the psychosocial effects on recent social problems caused by the vicious cyber repliers. The
participants were 248 primary students, 228 middle school student, 260 high school student and 251 aged between
20-30, all residing or enrolled within Seoul and Gyeonggi province. The survey was conducted using the Hostility Scale,
BIS-2, Interpersonal Relations Disposition Scale and with reference to the survey results of interviews conducted with
vicious cyber repliers. Through the research, it was found that the younger the replier's ages, they had high tendency to
write offensive vicious replies and more males were involved compared to those of the female vicious repliers. It was an
amazing find that more than 50% of all the vicious repliers felt no sense of guilt nor considered their behaviour to be
offensive or vicious. On the other hand, primary and middle school students were reported to have a sense of guilt when
writing vicious cyber replies. Through the research on groups with high usages of vicious replies, lower using groups and
groups not using vicious replies has shown that the high usage group has a higher tendency of suffering from aggression,
impulsiveness and interpersonal relation disposition such as ‘dominant superiority', ‘competitive aggression’, ‘self-ostensive
inclination' and ‘disobedient distrust'. Moreover, the abusive verbal aggression can be used as tool of determination to
classify between vicious cyber repliers and the non groups that does not use vicious cyber replies. Finally, the limitation

and implication of this study were discussed.

Key words : vicious cyber reply, aggression, impulsiveness, interpersonal rvelations disposition
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